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examining group during his or her pe-
riod of service therein and 

(2) Not to prepare or prosecute or to 
assist in any manner in the prepara-
tion or prosecution of any patent appli-
cation of another (i) assigned to such 
group for examination and (ii) filed 
within two years after the date he or 
she left such group, without written 
authorization of the Director. Associ-
ated and related classes in other patent 
examining groups may be required to 
be included in the undertaking or des-
ignated classes may be excluded from 
the undertaking. When an application 
for registration is made after resigna-
tion from the Office, the applicant will 
not be registered if he or she has pre-
pared or prosecuted or assisted in the 
preparation or prosecution of any pat-
ent application as indicated in the 
paragraph. Knowingly preparing or 
prosecuting or providing assistance in 
the preparation or prosecution of any 
patent application contrary to the pro-
visions of this paragraph shall con-
stitute misconduct under § 10.23(c)(13) 
of this part. 

(c) A practitioner who is an employee 
of the Office cannot prosecute or aid in 
any manner in the prosecution of any 
patent application before the Office. 

(d) Practice before the Office by Gov-
ernment employees is subject to any 
applicable conflict of interest laws, 
regulations or codes of professional re-
sponsibility. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0651–0012) 

[53 FR 38950, Oct. 4, 1988; 53 FR 41278, Oct. 20, 
1988]

§ 10.11 Removing names from the reg-
ister. 

(a) Registered attorneys and agents 
shall notify the Director of any change 
of address. Any notification to the Di-
rector of any change of address shall be 
separate from any notice of change of 
address filed in individual applications. 

(b) A letter may be addressed to any 
individual on the register, at the ad-
dress of which separate notice was last 
received by the Director, for the pur-
pose of ascertaining whether such indi-
vidual desires to remain on the reg-
ister. The name of any individual fail-
ing to reply and give any information 
requested by the Director within a 

time limit specified will be removed 
from the register and the names of in-
dividuals so removed will be published 
in the Official Gazette. The name of 
any individual so removed may be rein-
stated on the register as may be appro-
priate and upon payment of the fee set 
forth in § 1.21(a)(3) of this subchapter. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0651–0012)

§§ 10.12–10.13 [Reserved]

§ 10.14 Individuals who may practice 
before the Office in trademark and 
other non-patent cases. 

(a) Attorneys. Any individual who is 
an attorney may represent others be-
fore the Office in trademark and other 
non-patent cases. An attorney is not 
required to apply for registration or 
recognition to practice before the Of-
fice in trademark and other non-patent 
cases. 

(b) Non-lawyers. Individuals who are 
not attorneys are not recognized to 
practice before the Office in trademark 
and other non-patent cases, except that 
individuals not attorneys who were 
recognized to practice before the Office 
in trademark cases under this chapter 
prior to January 1, 1957, will be recog-
nized as agents to continue practice be-
fore the Office in trademark cases. 

(c) Foreigners. Any foreign attorney 
or agent not a resident of the United 
States who shall prove to the satisfac-
tion of the Director that he or she is 
registered or in good standing before 
the patent or trademark office of the 
country in which he or she resides and 
practices, may be recognized for the 
limited purpose of representing parties 
located in such country before the Of-
fice in the presentation and prosecu-
tion of trademark cases, provided: The 
patent or trademark office of such 
country allows substantially reciprocal 
privileges to those permitted to prac-
tice in trademark cases before the 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office. Recognition under this para-
graph shall continue only during the 
period that the conditions specified in 
this paragraph obtain. 

(d) Recognition of any individual 
under this section shall not be con-
strued as sanctioning or authorizing 
the performance of any act regarded in 
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the jurisdiction where performed as the 
unauthorized practice of law. 

(e) No individual other than those 
specified in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) 
of this section will be permitted to 
practice before the Office in trademark 
cases. Any individual may appear in a 
trademark or other non-patent case in 
his or her own behalf. Any individual 
may appear in a trademark case for (1) 
a firm of which he or she is a member 
or (2) a corporation or association of 
which he or she is an officer and which 
he or she is authorized to represent, if 
such firm, corporation, or association 
is a party to a trademark proceeding 
pending before the Office.

§ 10.15 Refusal to recognize a practi-
tioner. 

Any practitioner authorized to ap-
pear before the Office may be sus-
pended or excluded in accordance with 
the provisions of this part. Any practi-
tioner who is suspended or excluded 
under this subpart or removed under 
§ 10.11(b) shall not be entitled to prac-
tice before the Office.

§§ 10.16–10.17 [Reserved]

§ 10.18 Signature and certificate for 
correspondence filed in the Patent 
and Trademark Office. 

(a) For all documents filed in the Of-
fice in patent, trademark, and other 
non-patent matters, except for cor-
respondence that is required to be 
signed by the applicant or party, each 
piece of correspondence filed by a prac-
titioner in the Patent and Trademark 
Office must bear a signature, person-
ally signed by such practitioner, in 
compliance with § 1.4(d)(1) of this chap-
ter. 

(b) By presenting to the Office 
(whether by signing, filing, submitting, 
or later advocating) any paper, the 
party presenting such paper, whether a 
practitioner or non-practitioner, is cer-
tifying that— 

(1) All statements made therein of 
the party’s own knowledge are true, all 
statements made therein on informa-
tion and belief are believed to be true, 
and all statements made therein are 
made with the knowledge that who-
ever, in any matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Patent and Trademark Of-
fice, knowingly and willfully falsifies, 

conceals, or covers up by any trick, 
scheme, or device a material fact, or 
makes any false, fictitious or fraudu-
lent statements or representations, or 
makes or uses any false writing or doc-
ument knowing the same to contain 
any false, fictitious or fraudulent 
statement or entry, shall be subject to 
the penalties set forth under 18 U.S.C. 
1001, and that violations of this para-
graph may jeopardize the validity of 
the application or document, or the va-
lidity or enforceability of any patent, 
trademark registration, or certificate 
resulting therefrom; and 

(2) To the best of the party’s knowl-
edge, information and belief, formed 
after an inquiry reasonable under the 
circumstances, that— 

(i) The paper is not being presented 
for any improper purpose, such as to 
harass someone or to cause unneces-
sary delay or needless increase in the 
cost of prosecution before the Office; 

(ii) The claims and other legal con-
tentions therein are warranted by ex-
isting law or by a nonfrivolous argu-
ment for the extension, modification, 
or reversal of existing law or the estab-
lishment of new law; 

(iii) The allegations and other fac-
tual contentions have evidentiary sup-
port or, if specifically so identified, are 
likely to have evidentiary support 
after a reasonable opportunity for fur-
ther investigation or discovery; and 

(iv) The denials of factual conten-
tions are warranted on the evidence, or 
if specifically so identified, are reason-
ably based on a lack of information or 
belief. 

(c) Violations of paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section by a practitioner or non-
practitioner may jeopardize the valid-
ity of the application or document, or 
the validity or enforceability of any 
patent, trademark registration, or cer-
tificate resulting therefrom. Violations 
of any of paragraphs (b)(2) (i) through 
(iv) of this section are, after notice and 
reasonable opportunity to respond, 
subject to such sanctions as deemed ap-
propriate by the Commissioner, or the 
Commissioner’s designee, which may 
include, but are not limited to, any 
combination of— 

(1) Holding certain facts to have been 
established; 

(2) Returning papers; 
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